[The frequency of cancer in France: all ages and under age 15, mortality in 2003 and trends since 1968].
In 2003, there was 147,000 deaths attributed to cancer in France, 88,000 in men and 59,000 in women. Cancer mortality rates have been decreasing since 1987 in the male population and since the late 60's in the female population, the decrease is larger for the male population. This decrease is observed for most sites of cancer at least in recent years, however lung and bladder cancer mortality are increasing in the female population, pancreatic and skin cancer mortality are increasing both for men and for women, and myeloma is more or less stable. Among children aged 0 to 14, the incidence of cancer is stable and the mortality is decreasing markedly, the decrease being largest for leukaemia and lymphoma because of chemotherapy.